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Goldie
Musician
and artist

Thisismy studio in Hertfordshire, a
graffitiwriter’s hobbit hole. It’s nice and
outoftheway—1I can put the musicon
full blast and paint away. Most people
wouldthink of me asa drum'n’bass
musician or an actorin EastEnders
before they associate me with canvas,
Butfor me, doing artis coming full circle,
going back towhat [ love.

[ first made my name as a teenage
graffitiartistin New York, onthe116th
Streetlayup in Lexington, which from a
graffiti point of viewis as good as it gets.
We were getting chased by the police
forthis, nowit’s adorning galleries. I think
peoplelike Banksy are really good, aslong
asyou understand where it comes from —
stencil graffiti was used duringthe
Spanish Civil War.

I'vejustfinished my portrait of the
Queen for the jubilee. Itwas inspired by
Duke Ellington, believeit ornot. He
produced a tunein1959 called The Single
Petal of a Rose, which was presented to the
Queen. Tomakeit [my portrait], I cut up
pieces of wood for stencils, and built up
layers of paint. You can see cans of spray
paintbehind the portrait. 'msittingon a
flight case from the live musictours we did
inthe Nineties. The masks hanging by the
window are to stop me getting cancer: the
lacquers T use are pretty potent.

I'd say I wasa monarchist. In 2011
Itooka group of kids to the Palace to play
musicfora TV project, whichisbetterthan
goingon The X Factor. 1 grew upin this
country, | wasin carefrom age 3to18,so
I'vespentalot of timein establishments. I
lovethe UK and whatitstands for. There
will be people who disagree,butI'ma
romanticin that sense.
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